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The Significant Innovative Contributions of Deng Xiaoping
Theory on Socialist Reform

Gao Jiwen,Chang Han
(Faculty of Marxism, Shandong Normal University, Jinan Shandong, 250358)

Abstract : Deng Xiaoping’ s theory on socialist reform has deepened the understanding of the laws of
socialist construction and has made important innovative contributions to the development of scientific
socialism. Grounded on the fundamental contradictions within our society as the primary impetus for
reform, Deng Xiaoping emphasized that the development of productive forces is the fundamental task of
socialism, asserting that reform represents China’ s second revolution, thereby identifying the key
driver behind the development of socialism. Taking the improvement and development of the socialist
system as the goal of reform, Deng Xiaoping upheld the fundamental system, improved core elements,
comprehensively and profoundly reformed specific structures, and established dynamic and robust
systems across all sectors to accelerate the pace of modernization. Envisioning the construction of
socialism with Chinese characteristics as the fundamental direction of reform, Deng Xiaoping anchored
the principles of socialist reform in the reality and needs of the initial stage of socialism, steering clear
of stagnancy and isolation, as well as the perilous path of shifting allegiance. By effectively navigating a
host of significant relationships within the realm of reform, particularly balancing the implementation of
reform and opening up with the adherence to the four primary principles, alongside harmonizing
reform, development, and stability, Deng Xiaoping systematically explored and grasped the laws of
reform to successfully advance the cause of socialism with distinctive Chinese characteristics.

Key words : Deng Xiaoping; fundamental contradiction of socialism; socialist reform; development of

productive forces; socialism with Chinese characteristics; leadership of the Party
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