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Implementation and the Effects of the Unified Purchase and Sales Policy in
Guangdong in 1953
Ge Ling
Abstract: When the CPC decided to implement the unified purchase and sales policy in 1953  the Sub-Bureau in
South China put forward a request to suspend implementation in consideration of the grain situation and the grain
market in Guangdong but it soon made a decision to implement the policy at the same time as the rest of the
country. This change in attitude by the Sub-Bureau in South China was not based on a rethinking of the grain situ—
ation or the grain market but rather it was the result of a new understanding of the policy objectives and the back—
ground to central decision-making. The unified purchasing and sales policy had multiple objectives including
coping with the food crisis and serving the general line for the transition period thus leaving room for adjustment
in the implementation of local policies and enabling the Sub-bureau in South China to end the purchase of grain
before completing its task because the political mobilization was more important than the realization of the grain

purchase amount during the unified purchasing process.
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